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Semester I 
Course Code Title of the Course Course Type Credit 

MPH-PS-RM Research Methodology CC 6 

MPH-PS-A1, A2 Governance and 

Development 

EC 6 

A1. Public Policy and 

Governance 

A2. Politics of 

Development 

MPH-PS-B1, B2 International Relations EC 6 

B1. Advanced 

International 

Relations Theory 

 

B2. Gender, 

Conflict and Peace 

Building 

MPH-PS-C1, C2 Political Theory and 

Philosophy 

EC 6 

C1. History of 

Modern Political 

Philosophy 

C2. Key Concepts in 

Political Theory 

MPH-PS-D1,D2 South Asia EC 6 

D1.  Modern South Asia: 

Culture and Politics 

D2. Society and 

Politics in Pakistan 
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Course Title: Research Methodology   4 Course Code: MPH-PS-RM 

 
The Research Methodology Course has been designed with the following objectives in view: first, 

the students need to be introduced to basic debates about the nature of the social sciences, the 

character of explanation, and so forth. Second, it is proposed to introduce the students to the 

qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods. Students acquainted with a wide range of 

methodologies will be better equipped to read and critically apprehend work produced in the social 

sciences. The course would introduce students to issues in the philosophy of social sciences and to 

contemporary research techniques along with tools of data analysis. 

 

Unit I Conceptual Issues in Social Sciences  

• Understanding methodology and methods in Research  

• Interrelationship between Theory and Research  

• Subjectivity and Objectivity in Social Science Research  

• Causation, Interpretation and Meaning  

• Positivist, Post Positivist Research Approaches,  

 

Unit II Characteristics of Scientific Method  

• Hermeneutics  

• Descriptive vs. Analytical Research  

• Applied vs. Fundamental Research  

• Quantitative vs. Qualitative Research  

• Conceptual vs. Empirical Research  
 

Unit III Qualitative Methods and Quantitative Methods  

• Case and Historical Methods  

• Grounded Theory Methods  

• Ethnographic Research Methods  

• Participant, Non participant observation  

• Survey Method  

• Questionnaires, Schedules and Interviews  
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Unit IV Basic Elements of Research 

Formulation of Research Design, 

Research Problem 

Hypothesis- testing and logic 

Unit of Analysis and Variables 

Sampling design 

Data Collection and coding 

Processing, analysis and interpretation of data 

 

Unit V Statistical Tools and packages  

• Descriptive statistics, Inferential statistics  

• Statistical packages for Survey data- SAS, SPSS, R, ANOVA  

• Statistical Packages for Text analysis- ATLAS.ti, HyperRESEARCH, NVivo  

• Measures of Central Tendency-Dispersion  

• Measures of Correlation-Simple and Multiple Correlation  

 

Unit VI Research Writing  

• Research Ethics  

• Drafting  

• Citation methods  
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Course Title: Public Policy and Governance    Course Code: MPH-PS- A1 

The module on public policy and Governance deals with the evolution of policy sciences and 

approaches of public policy. It helps the scholars to study the changing context in policy making 

and the changes existing in the globalized world. It also draws the attention towards the policy 

design as well as implementation that helps them with required knowledge while working in the 

field. 

Unit I Importance of Public Policy 

Evolution and Policy sciences 

Significance 

Types of Public Policy 

 
Unit II Models and Approaches of Public Policy 

Incrementalism and Institutional Approach 

Systems Approach 

Participatory Approach and Rational Policy Making model 

 
Unit III Theories of Public Policy 

Group Theory 

Game Theory 

Public Choice Theory 

 
Unit IV Policy Formations 

Global Policy Making Process 

Changing context in Policy Making 

Concepts and remodeling 

Ramifications 

 
Unit V Policy Designs and Implementations 

Environmental policy 

Educational Policy 

Public Health Policy 

MNREGP 

 
Unit VI Agencies in Policy Implementation 

Parliament 

Judiciary 

Bureaucracy 
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Course Title: Politics of Development Course Code: MPH-PS-A2 

 

The module deals with the concept of development and the models to understand the past and 

present scenario of the development. The Indian models of development gives the student tohave 

a knowledge about the historical essence of the earlier policies and the critical perspectives of 

development help them to look forward to the alternativesmethods. 

 
Unit I Conceptualization 

Rationality, Modernity and Development 

Concepts of Development and Underdevelopment 

Human and Sustainable Development 

 
Unit II Models of Development 

Capitalist Model 

Socialist Model 

Other Models of Development (China and India) 

 
Unit III Perspectives on the models of development 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Jawaharlal Nehru 

Dr. B.R, Ambedkar 

Ram ManoharLohia 

 
Unit IV Critical Perspectives on Development 

Post Modernism 

Conservatism 

Feminist perspective 

Post structuralist perspective 

 
Unit V Welfare Regimes 

Liberal Regimes 

Socio-Democratic Regimes 

Conservative Regimes 

 
Unit VI Decentralised Governance 

Decentralisation: Concept and Significance 
Approaches to Decentralisation 

Democratic Decentralisation and Local Governance 

Major Rural and Urban Development Programmes 
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Course Title: Advanced International Relations Theory Course Code: MPH-PS-B1 

 
ThiscourseisintendedtodiscussepistemologicalandmethodologicaldebatesinIRresearchwhile also 

dissecting some problematic issues in IR theory. The course will take a thematic approach to 

critically examine diverse aspects of IR theory from various theoretical perspectives. It is also 

intended to equip the students to do research in IR theory. 

 
Unit I Fundamental Debates in IR Theory 

Positivism 

Post-Positivism 

Levels of Analysis 

 
Unit II Issues in IR Theory I 

Anarchy 

War and Peace 

Power 

 

Unit III Issues in IR Theory II 

Sovereignty and State 

Globalisation 

International Regimes 

 
Unit IV Issues in IR Theory III 

Culture 

Nationalism and Identity 

Gender 

 
Unit V Issues in IR TheoryIV 

Structure and Agency 
Capital 

Environment 

 
Unit VI Methodology and Methods in IR Theory Research 

Theory, Techniques and Design 

Objectivism, Subjectivism and Subjectivism 

Quantitative, Qualitative and Mixed Methods 
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Course Title: Gender, Conflict and Peace-Building Course Code: MPH-PS-B2 

Thiscourseisintendedtodiscussthegenderednatureofconflictandpeace-buildingwithspecific focus 

on South Asian conflicts. It explores contemporary debates on peace, conflict and security 

through the lens of critical feminist security studies. The course begins by developing theoretical 

positions, which are then used to analyse debates and issues in the fields of peace and security. 

The course moves from conceptions of security and war, through gender dynamic of violence in 

peace time and war, to process of peacebuilding, peacekeeping and post-conflict transformation. 

Research students also gain significant understanding on the mechanisms of global governance 

that inform the resolution of conflicts and in particular the key frameworks pertaining to gender, 

peace and security alongside critically looking at case from SouthAsia. 

 
Unit I Gender Constructs 

Gendered Identity, Gendering state 

Notions of Masculinities, Militarism 

 

Unit II Security andWar 

Traditional Approach to Security and War, Feminist SecurityStudies 

FeministMethodology 

 

Unit III Gender Based Violence 

Sexual Violence in Peace and War 

Aftermath of Conflict 

 
Unit IV Gender and Security Institutions 

Women, Peace and Security Agenda 

UNSC 1325 and other Resolutions 

 
Unit V Gender, Peace-Building, Peace Keeping 

Agency of Women in Peace Building 

Problems of Peace Keepers 

 
Unit VI Case Studies: South Asian Conflicts 

India, Pakistan, Nepal 

Sri Lanka, Afghanistan 
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Course Title: History of Modern Political Philosophy Course Code: MPH-PS-C1 

The objective of the course is to give students a historical overview of the evolution of political 

philosophy in the modern period. The aim is to give a sense of familiarity with the different 

philosophical developments and the consequent changing perspectives of understanding society, 

politics and individual. 

 

Unit I Renaissance and Enlightenment 

Age of Reason 

French and AmericanRevolutions 

 
Unit II Major PhilosophicalTrends 

Idealism 

Existentialism 

Hermeneutics 

 
Unit III Philosophy of Change 

Marxism 

Critical Theory 

 
Unit IV Critique of Modernity 

Post-Modernism 

Post-Structuralism 

 

Unit V Alternative Paradigms I 

Multiculturalism 

Communitarianism 

 
Unit VI Alternative Paradigms II 

Postcolonialism 

Feminism 
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Course Title: Key Concepts in Political Philosophy Course Code: MPH-PS-C2 

The course aims to give an overview of the key concepts of political theory. It tries to deepen the 

understanding of important concepts related to identity, freedom, space and participation which 

remain of contemporary relevance. 

Unit I 

Self-Other 

Personhood-Subjectivity 

 
Unit II 

Liberty-Autonomy 

Agency-Development 

 
Unit III 

Individual-Collective 

Care-Justice 

 
Unit IV 

Inner-Outer 

Public-Private 

 
Unit V 

Civil Society-Political Society 

Rights-Duties 

 
Unit VI 

Cosmopolitanism-Nationalism 

Eurocentrism-Postcolonialism 
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Course Title: Modern South Asia: Culture and Politics Course Code: MPH-PS-D1 

 
The Course South Asia: Culture and Politics will introduce students to recent theoretical work 

inthefieldofSouthAsianstudies,focusingonthewaysinwhichcategoriesofanalysisemerge and are 

used—politically, historically, and ethnographically. The emphasis will be on explanation 

and analysis of processes rather than a description of events. The Students are expected to 

acquire knowledge of South Asian politics – its historical trajectories and major themes as 

well as similarities and differences in the politics of the various countries of the region. 

 
Unit I 

Understanding South Asia as a region 

Strategic Context of South Asia 

Impact of British Rule 

Anti-Colonial Struggles 

Varieties of Nationalism 

Strategic 

 
Unit II 

Post-colonial South Asia 

Democracy and Secularism 

Ethnic Conflicts in South Asia 

Linguistic Diversity and Fault-lines 

Identity Debates: Gender, Class and Religion 

 
Unit III 

Constitutionalism and Federalism: India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 

Party system: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh 

 
Unit IV 

Religion and Politics: Hindu Nationalism, Radical Islamic, Buddhist Fundamentalism 

Military Dictatorships: Pakistan, Burma 

 
Unit V 

Social Movements in South Asia 

Human Rights: Civil Society Groups 

Literature: Prose, Poetry and Politics 

 
Unit VI 

South Asian Diaspora 

Theatre and Cinema Films: Bollywood, Lollywood 
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Course Title: Society and Politics in Pakistan Course Code: MPH-PS-D2 

 

The course on Society and Politics in Pakistan is designed to introduce students to Pakistan’s 

cultural history, politics and its traditions. The aim is to develop and foster a deeper 

understanding of Pakistani culture and society in the context of modern South Asia, and 

examine its diverse struggles from a historical, ethnographic, and literary perspective. It will 

cover topics such as the political economy of militarism, rural everyday life, development 

visions, poetic imaginings, Islamist politics, terrorism, and gender activism. 

 
Unit I 

Colonialism in South Asia 

Debates on community, nation and gender 

The Struggle for Muslim South Asia 

IQBAL: Bridge building or separatism? 

The politics of Partition/Independence: Jinnah 

 
Unit II 

Re-imaging Pakistan: Islam and Democracy 

Role of Bureaucracy and Military, Political Parties 

 
Unit III 

The Cold War, the demise of the left 

West versus East Pakistan: Creation of Bangladesh 

Pakistan’s Relation to Neighbours 

Pakistan and Kashmir 

 
Unit IV 

Provinces: Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Sectarianism, violence and intolerance: Sunni-Shia, Ahamdiyas, Christians, Dalits 

Class and Gender Struggles in Pakistan 

 
Unit V 

Civil Society: Human Rights Organizations 

Student’s and Lawyers Movements 

 
Unit VI 

Literary and Artistic Landscapes in Pakistan 

Theatre, Films and Folk Artists 
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